[Effect of desmopressin on the production of corticosteroids in patients with different forms of hypercorticism].
То investigate the direct effect of desmopressin (DP), a vasopressin agonist, on the adrenal cortex, the authors studied a response of the pituitary and all three adrenal cortical areas in patients with different forms ofhypercorticism (active stage): ACTH-dependent Itsenko-Cushing syndrome, ectopic ACTH-dependent syndrome, corticosteroma. The levels of ACTH, cortisol, dehydroepiandros-terone sulfate, and aldosterone were used to assess a response to DP 15, 30, 60, 90, and 120 minutes after administration. There were several types of a response of corticosteroids to DP: 1) an increase in the level of ACTH and, subsequently, in the concentration of either all test steroids, one of the steroids, or two steroids in different combinations; 2) an elevation of the concentration of steroids in different combinations irrespective the response of ACTH to DP. Thus, there are patients with hypercorticism whose adrenals respond to DP by the higher synthesis and secretion of glucocorticoids (cortisol), mineralcorticoids (aldosterone), and adrenal androgens (dehydroepiandrosterone sulfate). The findings suggest that there are "ectopic" receptors to vasopressin in the adrenal cortex of patients.